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  Let me start by apologizing to ya'll, for being late with my letter, and slowing down Tommy Roberts great newslet-
ter, but my old truck decided it was time for a few surgical repairs, which were completed, and as we all are familiar 
with, I wasted time in the waiting room for the completion of the surgery. 
 
  It's renewal time again, folks, and I'm hoping to see all of us back for 2009. Our top 50 songs for the year, 2008, are 
out, and included in this letter. "It Only Hurts Me When I Cry" by Raul Malo finished number one,  King Tyrone’s 
“ Mama's Drinkin’ Liquor Again" from our CD, finished in the second spot, and to my surprise, "Over And Done" by 
Ryan Shaw, followed in the number three slot. Thank you, for all of your inputs during the year, for that's what 
makes a great top 50 at the end of the year. 
 
  I'd like to welcome new members William James, of Yadkinville, North Carolina, "The" Gary Brown, of Angier, 
North Carolina, who has been an integral part of our last three "Let's Dance " CD's, Eddie Richardson, of Cordova, 
Tennessee (my dee jay partner for our dance club), and Gene Sistare, of Lancaster, South Carolina. I'm looking for-
ward to your participation in 2009, when we hear about your favorite songs. 
 
  Congratulations to our annual Award winners for 2008, Mr. Angel Rissoff, our "Blue Note Award" winner, and Mr. 
Ray Coker, winner of "The Rufus Oates" Award. See below for more information. 
 
  It certainly was a good year for the Association. The "Coast To Coast, Let's Dance" CD was released in April, and 
we've been at the top of the charts for "Beach Music 45", for the last six months of the year (www.beachmusic45.com). 
Keith Houston of KHP Records won several Cammy Awards for our CD, and we're very happy for this recognition. 
Our membership keeps growing, and our top ten inputs keep getting better. Let's keep this going, because this is what 
it's all about, "The Music". 
 
  There is rumor, that "Coast To Coast, Let's Dance II" may be coming soon. 
 
  I want to thank all of our members for their contributions during 2008 and I'm 
looking forward to an even better year in 2009. THANK YOU ! 

                       2008 Rufus Oates Award 
 

  The winner of our annual Rufus Oates Award for 2008 is Ray Coker, 
of Houston Texas, and our Association Vice President.  
In 2007, Ray was inducted into The Kenny Wetzel Swing Dee Jay Hall 
Of Fame, and was Dee Jay of the year for a group called " Allswing". 
 He  was inducted into The National Boppers Hall of Fame in 2000, 
and received the "Star Award" for The National Livi ng  Legends of 
Dance. 
  Ray serves as an artistic consultant, with Johnny Williams, who had 
two songs on our " Let's Dance U.S.A. " CD,  " Movin' On Down The 

Line" and " Wild Thang".  Ray also finds time 
to serve his dance club, The Bay Area Whip 
Dance Club, of Houston, as their dance direc-
tor and deejay. 
  Congratulations Ray, for your continued 
support.  
 
 

Who is Rufus Oates?  See page 6 for more 
information. 

Tom Polzin,President 
6325 Cornwall Rd 
Horn Lake,MS 38637-2045 
(662) 342-6413 
boppintommy@msn.com 

Keep ‘em spinnin’ 

                    2008 Blue Note Award Winner 
 
 Congratulations goes out to our winner of the 2008"Blue Note" 
Award, Angel Rissoff, for the production, arrangement,  
and performance of his latest CD project, "Nu Soul Stew”.  
" Boogie Down Bronx" is certainly the song to carry this project  
forward, but there are other great tunes, as well. My wife, Edie, digs 
" Think". Also, for the many years he's contributed to the R&B sound 
of music as lead vocal on "Harlem Hit Parade" and as the artist 
Little Leopold, and for a song called "Jitterbop", which inspired the 
formation of a new dance club ten years 
ago, in Arkansas,  
The Heber Springs Jitterboppers. 
  Angel has been a member of The Na-
tional Association of Rhythm and Blues 
Dee Jays for the last two years, and we 
appreciate all he does for the music lov-
ers around the country.  
 
Keep up the great work. 
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January 2009 Top 10s 
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January 2009 Top 10s (continued) 
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Compiled From 
All Top Ten Lists 

Submitted By 
25 NAR&BDJ Members 

 1. Boogie Down Bronx by Angel Rissoff 
 2. I Ain't Never by Little Richard 
 3. There Goes My Baby by Kenny Vance&he Planotones 
 4. See See Rider by Elmore James Jr. 
 5. Mama's Drinkin' Liquor Again by King Tyrone 
 6. Hey Mister Dee Jay by Lonne Givens 
 7. [Tie] Fallin' by Rhonda McDaniel 
 7. [Tie] Something Old, Something New by Gary Brown 
 9. [Tie] Baby Please Don't Go by Harry Manx 
 9. [Tie] Standing In The Rain by Al Green 

January 2009 Top 10s (continued) 
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Rufus Oates Award 
 

 The 'Rufus Oates Award' is an internal award given to the member who volunteers their time and effort 
in a professional manner for the advancement, prestige and growth of the National Association of Rhythm 
& Blues Dee Jays. The Board of Directors has bestowed this year's honor on Ray Coker. 
 Who was Rufus Oates? The award was named after a gentleman who truly cared about DeeJays, whether 
you earned a living at the job, or just did it as an avocation. He was a well known disk jockey who played 
songs that were heard by many along the East Coast of the United States. His daughter,  Judy Collins, is 
best known to most of us as a fabulous DJ and owner of Judy’s House of Oldies  
in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina.  

( An article from Mike Little that there was simply no room for it in the last newsletter ) 

  As we end the 2008 Christmas season, you 
probably know about some of the seasonal music.  
KHP Music is releasing the third volume of  
Ocean Drive Christmas .  
The compilation carries 
all new holiday music, 
including a killer ver-
sion of White Christmas 
by Hip Pocket featuring 
Little John Thompson 
and guest artist Taylor 
Manning.  King Tyrone 
& The Graveyard Ram-
blers come on strong 
with The Greatest 
Christmas Gift, and Rambler Albert Rogers gives 
us a soulful Bring On Christmas Time.   
Angel Rissoff joins the array of artists on the pro -
ject with Jingle Bell Jump.  Just wait until you 
hear this one.  Your dance crowd is going to love 
it.  The Band Of Oz is also featured on the album 
with This Gift, and Canadian newcomer Rhonda 
Silver is a part of the project with Christmas On 
Credit. Rhonda McDaniel also joins in with a new 
number.     
 
  Ecko Records, out of Memphis, Tennessee, has 
re-released a revised version of  

  It’s Christmas Baby .  The new 
album carries five new songs 
that did not appear on the 2006 
release.   If you did purchase 
the album last year or the year 
before, you can go to Ecko’s 
web site,  

 
www.eckorecords.com , and purchase the new sin-
gles that were not available on the 1996 release.  
You definitely need to download Rick Lawson’s 
take on It’s Christmas, as well as Miss Jody’s This 
Christmas I’ll Be Waiting For You.  Also, check out 
Merry Christmas My Baby  by Sweet Angel.  It’s 
sweet.  The album still carries some of the better 
songs from the 2006 release.  The new release still  
carries O.B Buchanan’s It’s Christmas, as well as 
Barbara Carr’s I Need A Man For Christmas.   
 
  .  And….here is some of the new Christmas mu-
sic that I will be playing this year’s season… She’ll 
Be My Everything For Christmas  by The Lost 
Lonely Boys, Winter Wonderland by Al Jarreau, 
Love Is Spreading All Over The World by Neil Se-
daka, Hey Santa by Mr. Vegas Man, Winter Mix by 
Gloria Gaynor, Christmas Without Carol by Ameri-
can Idol’s Elliott Yam, Merry Christmas Baby  and 
White Christmas by Sheryl Crow, Christmas Ain’t 
Christmas by Aretha Franklin from her first Christ-
mas album ever, I Love Christmas by Tommy 
James of Tommy James & The Shondells, Merry 
Christmas Baby by the AM Band with Andrew 
Wood Mitchell and Please Come Home For Christ-
mas, a great rendition of the classic ballad, by 
Harry Connick, Jr.  All of these songs are new, re-
leased this year or from late in the season last 
year.  There is most likely more music to come, as 
it is still early in the season.  Check out my arti cle, 
Have You Heard … the first of December on the 
web site, www.beachmusic45.com . 
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My Music Or Yours 
By Mike Little 

 If you have not heard 1955 by Morry Sochat & The Special 
20s you need to check it out. The song can be found on the 
group’s debut release, Swingin’ Shufflin’ Smokin’ .  
You cannot go wrong with this number. You can tell from the 
song that the band is heavily influenced by 
the group’s Windy City’s predecessors, such 
as Muddy Waters, Little Walter, Louis Jor-
dan and many other Chicago greats. The 
Jump Blues tune will surely bring the 
shaggers onto the hardwood floor. There 
are several other tunes on the release that 
will also catch your attention. Take a listen 
to I’m In Love, Young Fashioned Ways and Straighten Up 
Baby. Don’t think Nat King Cole on the latter. Morry penned 
the song. Morry moved to Chicago from Texas in 1990. He 
started playing harmonica in 2000 from renowned teacher,  
Joe Filsko at the Old Town School of Folk Music. He  
organized The Special 20s in 2005 and has played with 
Dave Specter, Willie “Big Eyes” Smith, Billy Branch and  
Barrelhouse Chuck. In fact, Barrelhouse Chuck sometimes 
plays with the band along with some of the best musicians 
Chicago has to offer and is a part of this new album. In May 
of this year, Morry took the band into the studio to record 
Swingin’ Shufflin’ Smokin’ . With the help of Nick Moss, 
who produced the new disc, they recorded the entire CD in 
one day. 
 Alberta Adams, born Roberta Louise Osborne, was born 
circa 1920 in Indianapolis, Indiana. She was raised in  
Detroit, Michigan by a relative and got her break in the 
1940’s, performing in a club on Hastings Street amidst other 
artists like John Lee Hooker. Soon after she landed a  
recording contract with Chess Records and began touring 
with the likes of Duke Ellington, Eddie “Cleanhead” Vinson 

and Louis Jordan. Her solo career did not lift 
off until the 1990’s, recording a number of 
albums since then. This year, Eastlawn Re-
cords released Detroit Is My Home . You 
need to check this one out, for there is a 
jewel of a song on the release, Wet Clothes. 
This song has “hit” written all over it. As 
SOS has left us for the year, look for this 

one to be a heavy breakout number for Deejay Throwdown. 
Though Wet Clothes is most likely the song on the album, 
check out Keep On Keepin’ On. Though up-tempo and 
probably more suitable for West Coast Swing, the song intro 
has great Boogie Woogie piano works. The keyboards are 
by none other than Al Hill. He also wrote several songs on 
the album, one of which is Long Gone. You need to check 
this one out also. Struttin' My Stuff has somewhat of an  
Ernie K-Doe opening. That, in its self, makes this one worth 
listening to. And you will also want to check out the title 
track. Though Detroit Is My Home may not be one of the 
better songs on the album, it does not need to be  
overlooked. In any event, Wet Clothes is worth the purchase 
price of the album. 
 

  My, my, Ecko Records has been busy.  And I sure am glad, 
as they have recently released several albums that are right 
down our alley.  Earl Gaines is a well-known name among 
the deejays in our market.  It thrills me that Ecko has       
released a new one from this seasoned Blues artist and 
Grammy Award winner.   
  Nothin’ But The Blues not only has 
several numbers to check into, the album 
carries two potential hits for our market.  
Though somewhat risqué, which is the 
norm for Ecko, You Better Know Your 
Hole From Mine and Cheat On Schedule 
are tunes that will bring the dancers onto the floor.  You also 
will want to take a listen to 24 Hours A Day.  This re-
recording is a number for which he is well known, having 
recorded it as a hit a number of years ago.  Though not as 
strong as the previously mentioned numbers, it is worth the 
listen.  Born in Decatur, Alabama, Earl Gaines, who first be-
gan singing in church, found that the world of music was 
much larger than Decatur.  He moved to Nashville, Tennes-
see with hopes of becoming a Blues singer.  During his ca-
reer, Earl has worked with numerous artists including Bill 
Doggett, Roscoe Shelton and our own Clifford Curry.  In fact, 
it has not been that long since he teamed with Clifford and 
Roscoe to record Stacked In The Back.  Earl left the music 
industry in 1975 and took a job as a truck driver, but in 1989, 
he returned to his roots, singing and recording full time.  Earl 
Gaines is truly a Renaissance Man.  He is a Blues singer 
who transcends time with his emotional voice and meaning-
ful interpretation of the lyrics. 
 
  Surely you know the name David Brinston, as he gave us 
the Top 10 hit, Hit And Run, in 1996.  Ecko Records has 
brought him back to us, just releasing his new album,  
Party Time!  There are a number of songs 
on the release that will fit into the Beach Mu-
sic market.  However, Hard Working Woman 
will be the song of choice, I believe, and, 
most likely, will bring David back into chart 
land.  Though the song may require a little 
pitch control, it definitely will be a crowd 
pleaser.  However, don’t overlook I Wanna Have Some Fun.  
Some of you may just prefer this one to Hard Working 
Woman.  There are several others you need to check out 
and judge for yourself.  Crazy ‘Bout You Baby and It’s Party 
Time are not bad songs, and either one could be played in 
any club any night of the week.  David Brinston got his start 
in Clarksdale, Mississippi and now calls Northern, Florida 
home.  After Hit And Run became a regional hit, producer 
Marshall Jones released an album of the same name     
 
 
 

Until next time...  
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National Association of Rhythm&Blues DJs Membership Enrollment  
 Indicate by using a check mark ( in the �  box below ) for the type of membership you desire: 
��  Regular Membership: DJs who play as a part time hobby or full time profession. 
��  Associate Membership: Private or professional individuals who wish to actively show their support for this association.  
��  Supporting Membership: Any social club or group, business, organization or major dance/music event.  
 

 Your Name ( don’t be formal, use the name you go by ) or Your Organization Name :    ( Please print everything clearly so we can read it. ) 
   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 Address:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________               
 

 City:  _________________________________________________________ State: _______ Zip+4: ___________-________  
 

 Phone#'s              Home:  (______)______-_______    Work: (______)______-_______   Cell: (______)______-_______  
I authorize my Name, Address & Phone#'s to be in the NAR&BDJ's roster. � Yes � No    ( check one )                                              Comments?: 
 

 E-Mail Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 
Web Site: ____________________________________--__________________________________________ 
I authorize my Name, City, E-Mail & Web Site to be in the NAR&BDJ's newsletter. � Yes � No    ( check one )   
I authorize my Name, City, E-Mail & Web Site to be on the NAR&BDJ's web site. � Yes � No    ( check one )   
 

 Send application to:   
Sheila Judah, Secretary, National Association of R&B DJs, Inc.  4670 Bondale Dr, Columbus GA 31907-1374 
   Please include $25.00 for your annual dues. Make checks payable to: National Association of R&B DJs.      Questions?, 
please call the Assoc.President Tom Polzin at (662) 342-6413 or the Assoc.Treasurer Dave Roby at (407) 932-1733. 

    ( If this is your first time to join the National Association of R&B DJs, please include a one time $5.00 processing fee ) 

 

Visit our website: http://www.randbdeejays.com 1st Quarter 2009 and January 2009 Top 10’s 

 

Tommy Roberts, Editor 
2416 South Drive 
North Little Rock AR 72118-4243  

Make sure your venue is covered! 
We are members of the 

American Bop Association 
And the 

National Fast Dance Association 
Contact them about music licensing. 

Please submit your Top Ten songs every 
month  by eMail to: 

 tommyroberts@comcast.net 
 or submit them using our website. 

Let everybody know what’s being played 
in your area. 


